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Las Aulas CIMNE,   
la UNESCO Chair of Numerical Methods in Engineering  
y la  Agenda 2030 
 



In 1989, an agreement between UNESCO and UPC, created the first UNESCO chair in the world, 
the UNESCO Chair of Numerical Methods in Engineering.  
 
The fundamental mission of the Chair is to promote internationally the development, 
dissemination and application of numerical methods in engineering, through education, 
research and technology transfer, with the aim of contributing to the solution of complex 
problems in lower income countries.  



An important UNESCO Chair’s activity over the years has been the creation of a series of 
"Aulas CIMNE" (CIMNE Classrooms), physical spaces of collaboration with other research 
groups in universities and research centers located mainly in Latin America and Europe. All 
nodes in the network connected to each other are using, transforming and broadcasting 
knowledge generated in CIMNE over the last thirty years.  



The background 
 
In September 2015, the United Nations adopted a resolution setting an agenda for sustainable 
development “for people, planet and prosperity”: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
 

Following the success of the Millennium Development Goals , 
the 2030 Agenda sets 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 169 targets. 

Adopted by the UN at its September 25-27, 
2015 meeting in New York 





The 2030 Agenda offers immense opportunities to reconnect science to society and to build a new 
basis for research and development as a key precondition for both science and society to flourish. 
 
As the only UN agency with science in its mandate, UNESCO is at the heart of this initiative 
 
In this context, the 172 UNESCO Chairs and UNITWIN Networks that are specialized in science have 
an important role to play, as bridge builders between the scientific community, decision makers and 
society. 

IMPLICATION OF THE UNESCO  CHAIRS IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AGENDA 2030 



This conference brought the network of Chairs together for the first time, to contribute to the 
reflection on sustainable development.  
 
During this conference, the Chairs built synergies and pool resources for the implementation 
of the 2030 Agenda and its Sustainable Development Goals. 





http://en.unesco.org/sc-chairs-conference/programme 

http://en.unesco.org/sc-chairs-conference/programme


The Geneva Milestone: a path to policy action towards the 2030 Agenda through science 

UNESCO’s vast network of Chairs and Networks in the Natural Sciences concluded their first meeting with the 
adoption of the Geneva Milestone, a blueprint to strengthen UNESCO Chairs’ contribution to transformative 
change towards the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development through cooperation. 

https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/geneva_milestone_final.pdf
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http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0025/002565/256554E.pdf


The  follow-up 
 
Through their programmes, the Chairs will generate new knowledge and develop innovative tools to help 
Member States address the challenges raised by the Sustainable Development Goals. The Milestone 
emphasises the need for interdisciplinarity and transdisciplinarity, the importance of connecting science, 
society and policy through close collaboration and to share knowledge widely. 
 
 
 
 
A working group with the participation of representatives of Chairs and the UNESCO Secretariat will 
prepare, by the end of 2017, an Action Plan for follow-up of the Geneva Milestone, to be submitted to 
consultation with the UNESCO Chairs and Networks in Natural Sciences.  



Identify main SDGs for each Chair where they can make 
the most substantial contributions, and indicate specific 
fields of action where they could provide advice to 
stakeholders and policy-makers  

Uphold the values of UNESCO, and incorporate those of 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, into the 
operations of UNESCO Chairs, at organisational level and 
in their research, teaching and outreach  

Develop programmes aimed at 
generating new knowledge, as well as 
innovative tools for Member States to 
face the challenges raised by the SDGs. 

Adopt Open Science practices to promote 
collaboration and knowledge co-production 

Engage in concrete impact-driven actions to strengthen Chairs and Networks exchanges, particularly through 
regional, inter-regional, South-South, and South-South-North cooperation, in order to enhance their capabilities 
and improve their leading role within their fields. 

Establish a knowledge-sharing platform linked to the 
SDGs, to facilitate information exchange and contacts 
among UNESCO Chairs and UNITWIN Networks in 
Natural Sciences, and with partners. 

Enhance communication and outreach 
activities, to highlight the achievements and 
activities of UNESCO Chairs towards SDGs 



http://cooperation.epfl.ch/page-147249.html 
 
http://cooperation.epfl.ch/files/content/sites/cooperation/files/
Tech4Dev2018/Call_Tech4Dev2018.pdf 

 
Core Thematic Areas 
1.Technologies for Humanitarian Action 
2.Medical Technologies 
3.Science and Technology for Disaster Risk Reduction 
4.Technologies for Sustainable Access to Energy 
5.ICT for Development 
6.Technologies for Sustainable Habitat and Cities 

http://cooperation.epfl.ch/page-147249.html
http://cooperation.epfl.ch/files/content/sites/cooperation/files/Tech4Dev2018/Call_Tech4Dev2018.pdf
http://cooperation.epfl.ch/files/content/sites/cooperation/files/Tech4Dev2018/Call_Tech4Dev2018.pdf
http://cooperation.epfl.ch/op/preview/2018Tech4Dev/ThematicAreas/HumTech_1
http://cooperation.epfl.ch/op/preview/2018Tech4Dev/ThematicAreas/Medical_1
http://cooperation.epfl.ch/op/preview/2018Tech4Dev/ThematicAreas/DRR_1
http://cooperation.epfl.ch/op/preview/2018Tech4Dev/ThematicAreas/Energy_1
http://cooperation.epfl.ch/op/preview/2018Tech4Dev/ThematicAreas/ICT4D_1
http://cooperation.epfl.ch/op/preview/2018Tech4Dev/ThematicAreas/Habitat_1
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